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Executive Director Message

           am ridiculously proud of Team GRACE in 2020!

This could have been a tough year. You might have understood if we had shelved programming 
in DR Congo due to the difficulties posed by Ebola, COVID and related funding stresses. 

Instead, it has been a productive, award-winning year where we have:
 • continued providing exceptional care at our Grauer’s gorilla sanctuary
 • expanded our conservation education through innovative programs
 • doubled our Congolese team to take on an audacious gorilla survey  
  in the remote Tayna Nature Reserve
 • re-energized our reintroduction planning as insecurity and Ebola  
  settle down
 • strengthened our team
 • and so much more. 

Despite many obstacles, GRACE continues to positively impact the gorillas  
and communities around the Tayna Nature Reserve. This report contains  
many of our highlights from the year. We hope you enjoy them.

With gratitude,

Tommi Wolfe
Executive Director
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VISION
GRACE’s vision is a healthy, stable population of wild Grauer’s gorillas in  

Democratic Republic of Congo that is no longer threatened and is a source  

of pride for the Congolese people.

 
MISSION
Our mission is to provide excellent care for rescued Grauer’s gorillas and work  

alongside Congolese communities to promote the conservation of wild gorillas  

and their habitat. In pursuing this mission, we aim to:

 • Maintain an excellent facility in DR Congo for rescued Grauer’s gorillas.

 • Prioritize the welfare of every individual & maximize the possibility  

  for reintroduction. 

 •	 Develop	&	implement	education	programs	that	benefit	gorilla	&	forest		 	 	

  conservation. 

 • Invest in skill building to help train Congolese leaders in gorilla rehabilitation   

  & conservation.

 • Assist local communities in developing sustainable ways to coexist with  

  wildlife while addressing their own needs.

 •	 Build	effective	partnerships	to	promote	a	coordinated	&	collaborative	 

  approach to solving conservation challenges in DR Congo.

Our Vision and Mission



2020 Challenges

GFAS OUTSTANDING INTERNATIONAL  
SANCTUARY AWARD 2020
GRACE was honored to receive the Global Federation of Animal  

Sanctuaries (GFAS) Outstanding International Sanctuary Award in 

2020. GFAS is the only globally recognized organization providing 

standards for identifying excellence in animal sanctuaries.

The GFAS award included 
a plaque and a check.

BELOW:
Our DR Congo team was delighted 
to be recognized for their efforts.

EBOLA, COVID-19 AND SILVER LININGS
Eastern DR Congo, where GRACE is located, experienced the 

second largest Ebola outbreak worldwide. Ebola has a high  

mortality rate in gorillas and humans alike. 

Even	though	Ebola	came	within	15	km	of	our	facility,	GRACE	kept	our	staff	 

and our gorillas safe by adopting stringent Ebola biosecurity protocols,  

including steps like:

 •	 Restricting	access	to	the	GRACE	facility	to	staff	only	

 •	 Limiting	staff	travel

 •	 Mandating	wearing	of	face	masks	and	gloves	by	all	staff	

 • Showering and changing clothes when entering the GRACE facility

 •  Regular handwashing throughout the day

This	definitely	placed	an	increased	workload	

on	staff,	threatened	financial	resources,	and	

hampered time management and travel.  

However, the team coped well. 

While	delighted	that	after	22	months	the	 

Ebola epidemic was declared over in the  

eastern DR Congo in June of 2020, this delight 

was tempered by the arrival of the COVID-19 

pandemic.

Masks made by local women’s 
group for GRACE.

Despite the challenges, the 
gorillas are all in great health.  

A handwashing station at GRACE. 
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2020 Accolades for GRACE

       SILVER LININGS

 • ADAPTING TO COVID: GRACE was able to quickly modify  
our stringent Ebola biosecurity protocols to be used to protect our  
Grauer’s gorillas and staff from COVID-19.  

 • DR CONGO: So far, the COVID pandemic has not hit eastern  
DR Congo as badly as many other parts of the world.

 • PIVOTING: We pivoted all of our programming with  
modifications to projects. Thanks to our loyal funders who were  
quick to support our revised plans. 

 • CAPACITY BUILDING: We figured out how to do training and  
capacity building of our Congolese team by video and Zoom!

 • TRADITION: We have a great new handwashing song now at GRACE. 

 Listen here: https://www.facebook.com/265190010265000/videos/282741302735890



OUR GORILLAS ARE GROWING UP
Our formerly ragtag group of orphans have become a contented, healthy family  

of Grauer’s gorillas. 

Just like wild gorillas, the Grauer’s gorillas at GRACE live together in a cohesive 

social group. Each gorilla was rescued individually as an infant. The chance to  

live and grow in a surrogate family with other gorillas is a crucial part of their  

rehabilitation. But the GRACE gorillas aren’t babies anymore. They’re teenagers 

and young adults! And that means social dynamics and priorities of group  

members	are	shifting.

For a story tracing the journey of one of our young male gorillas, Lubutu, please visit our blog: 
https://gracegorillas.org/2020/07/29/rescued-gorilla-becoming-silverback/

Lubutu has grown over the years to be a smart, thoughtful male gorilla, and we are watching to see 
if he will challenge Kighoma one day to be the lead silverback of the GRACE family.

OUR GORILLA LIVESTREAM
It seems unlikely, given GRACE’s extremely remote location in  

the eastern DR Congo tropical forest, that we would ever be able  

to broadcast a live video feed globally on a daily basis. However,  

this obstacle did not stop the Annenberg Foundation / Explore.org 

from funding the installation and maintenance of a 24/7 livestream 

gorilla	cam	at	GRACE. 

Last	year,	the	GRACE	Explore	livestream	came	online	for	the	first	time,	bringing	a	

magical glimpse into the remote forests of eastern DR Congo. Now, you can head 

to the livestream any time, day or night, to watch the gorillas live in the forest or 

see	highlights,	when	the	gorillas	have	gone	in	for	the	night. 

The livestream has delighted audiences young and old across the world and has 

been featured on major websites, especially in recent months as the pandemic kept 

people at home and the entertainment industry searched for ways to keep their 

audiences engaged. The gorilla livestream boasts a dedicated group of fans who 

try not to miss the daily gorilla groove at GRACE, and we have so enjoyed sharing 

these	daily	vignettes	with	our	tribe	of	gorilla	and	conservation	lovers. 

The Annenberg Foundation / Explore.org is also a major funding partner for 

GRACE. Their expertise helps bring the GRACE gorillas to a worldwide audience 

and their generosity helps protect Grauer’s gorillas for future generations.
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The GRACE gorillas as seen on the Explore livestream camera.

Major 2020 Outcomes

Strategic Priority #1: Gorilla Rehabilitation



GORILLA SURVEY
This	year,	GRACE	launched	the	first	great	ape	survey	in	Tayna	

Nature Reserve in more than a decade, in order to understand the 

status of Grauer’s gorilla and chimpanzee populations and identify 

threats within the reserve. 

The support of the community, and the 21 Barazas (extended 

families) that live within the reserve, is key. The project was kicked 

off	with	an	important	community	meeting	to	inform	and	build	

consensus among local community members.

Our great ape survey team in  
Tayna Nature Reserve. It is wild, 
with no roads and rushing rivers!

Yes, this is what you think – gorilla poop. The field 
team collects samples  for genetic analysis.

6

A FIRST: REMOTE TRAINING FOR FIELD TEAMS!

Due to the pandemic, we were unable to get our lead scientist 
to DR Congo for training the survey field  teams. Instead we 
quickly developed a Plan B: we created training videos in the 
U.S., trained GRACE Congolese staff over Zoom, and had them 
train the field teams. It worked incredibly well; we have excel-
lent data coming back from the field.
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Strategic Priority #1: Gorilla Rehabilitation Strategic Priority #2: Gorilla Conservation

The GRACE gorillas travel as a group in the forest habitat.

Sample collection deep in the tropical forest.

OUR GRACE FARM IS VITAL
GRACE’s farm, established in 2016, has grown from a 

small	field	focused	on	supplementing	the	gorillas’	diet	 

to a full farm that serves many purposes, including:

  Revegetating our gorilla enclosures with native   

  plants that are gorilla favorites. The gorillas  

  especially love wild banana and elephant grass.  

  This feature of the farm is important for the  

  gorillas’ rehabilitation; we aim to keep their diet   

  over 90% natural, to facilitate their ability to  

  recognize natural food items should they return  

  to the wild one day. 

  Keeping our gorillas healthy! We have seen a  

  measurable improvement in overall animal health  

  since we started growing additional food on the      

  GRACE farm. The local sourcing also limits potential exposure  

  to COVID and other diseases.

 	 Supplementing	our	staff’s	diet.

  Growing trees used by GRACE as a fuel source for cooking and heating   

  water for washing. Trees are also provided to the community so they can  

  establish wood lots for their own household fuel-wood needs.

  Providing jobs for the local community.  

GORILLA FOREST HABITAT  
MANAGEMENT
The forest habitats at GRACE are essential to the gorillas’  

rehabilitation, because the forests give them a safe  

area to hone critical survival skills like searching for  

and processing wild foods, building nests in trees and  

on the ground for sleeping, and coordinating group  

travel. We have two enclosures and alternate their use  

every six months. This allows time to revegetate the 

dormant enclosure.

In August of 2020, when we moved the gorillas to  

the alternate enclosure, they were so delighted with the  

revegetated space that we managed to catch them  

singing on video! Singing is a sure sign of a happy gorilla. 

Learn more about our gorillas singing in the forest:

https://gracegorillas.org/2020/09/04/gorillas-singing-in-forest/ 



Strategic Priority #2: Gorilla Conservation Strategic Priority #3: Community Engagement & Conservation Education
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ABOUT TAYNA NATURE RESERVE
GRACE is located on the northeast border of Tayna Nature 

Reserve and is the only international NGO working in this 

remote area. Tayna is special because it is:

 •  900 square kilometers of tropical forest. 

 •  A community-managed reserve.

 •		Within	the	Albertine	Rift,	one	of	the	most	biodiverse		

  regions on the African continent. 

 •  One of the eastern-most locations for Grauer’s gorillas.  

  It is thought to have a high density of gorillas.   

REINTRODUCTION PLANNING
At GRACE, we strive to keep the rescued gorillas in our care 

as unhabituated to humans as possible, to make eventual 

reintroduction a possibility. This means limiting human 

food and contact and making sure their large, natural forest 

enclosures are replanted frequently with gorilla foods like wild banana and  

elephant grass to promote foraging behavior.  

Our teams take regular observations on other 

critical survival skills such as nest building 

and mating behavior. 

While Ebola and insecurity over the last few 

years delayed our reintroduction planning, 

we are delighted to have resumed progress for 

this project in 2020. Stay tuned for exciting 

updates in 2021!

RADIO CAMPAIGN
With the 2020 pandemic limiting our ability to do in-person training and  

education, GRACE turned to its already successful radio programming as a  

way to continue our conservation outreach. 

Radio allows us to deliver conservation programming to remote audiences, 

including Tayna Nature Reserve. GRACE is currently working to ensure people 

living within the reserve have access to radios. Our radio campaign this year  

on hygiene addressed the threat of diseases and helped protect both humans  

and gorillas. We have future programming in the works. This expanded  

programming reach will ultimately help to better protect the Tayna Nature  

Reserve, its Grauer’s gorillas, and other resident wildlife.

WOOD LOT PROGRESS
Trees grown on the GRACE farm are provided  

to community members to help them establish 

wood lots for their own household fuel-wood 

needs. To date, GRACE has distributed 27,464  

trees to the local community to plant as an  

alternative fuel source to stripping the forest. 

GRACE Education team  
outside radio station.

Tree starts are supplied to the local 
villagers for woodlots.
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GUINEA PIG PROGRAMMING
Our guinea pig husbandry program was established in 2018 to 

provide a protein source for families. The program is led by local 

women. In addition to the program’s impact on food insecurity, 

the sale of the guinea pigs provides a revenue source that helps 

pay school fees and other household expenses. 

WOMEN’S GROUPS AND  
CONSERVATION CLUBS
Throughout the challenges of the past year, 

GRACE	has	continued	to	benefit	from	the	support	

of the local women’s groups and conservation 

clubs. These are the people who keep the spirit of 

conservation alive, strive to ensure the safety of 

GRACE’s	staff	and	gorillas,	and	are	always	ready	

to lend their support. 

WORLD GORILLA DAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH
Despite COVID-imposed limitations, we celebrated World Gorilla  

Day with a message board in DR Congo that asked local people  

what makes gorillas special, and with a celebration webinar in  

the U.S. where we shared some of their comments.

Community members participate in World Gorilla Day.  
They answered questions about the value of gorillas.

 WHY ARE GORILLAS SPECIAL? 

56% RESPONDED 

“Because they look like humans.”

WHY ARE GORILLAS IMPORTANT? 

70% RESPONDED 

“Because they are a 
source of development.”

I LIKE GORILLA BECAUSE…

  65% RESPONDED 

“their behavior and physical 
characteristics are like humans.” 

Financial Summary

At GRACE, we strive to use every penny of our donors’ investments wisely.  

We value integrity, transparency, and following through on our commitments. 

We	keep	a	lean	staff	in	the	U.S.	and	a	tight	budget	to	maximize	the	impact	of	

our mission-critical work on the ground in the DR Congo. We feel responsible 

to get results for our donors and honor their faith in our important mission  

to stabilize these critically endangered gorillas.

GRACE ORGANIZATIONAL EFFICIENCY

GRACE REVENUE SOURCES

Strategic Priority #3: Community Engagement & Conservation Education

Grants
$524,218

1%

11%

22%

4%

Bequests
$5,891 Individual Donations 

$95,314

Corporate 
Donations
$190,003

Events
$30,480

62%
$845,906

81%
PROGRAMS

Education
$90,154

Management, 
General
$59,910

Fundraising
$52,571

$581,25816%

10%

9%

Animal Welfare  
& Conservation
$378,623

65%



U.S. Board of Directors
Laura Maloney (Chair), Principal/Founder, Adisa, Florida
Jacqueline Ogden, Ph.D. (Vice Chair), Former Vice President, Animals, Science, and Environment,  
     Walt Disney Parks and Resorts, Florida (retired)
Barbara Cartwright (Secretary), Chief Executive Officer, Humane Canada
Claire Martin (Treasurer), Senior Manager of Strategic Philanthropy, Disney Corporate Citizenship, Florida
Jeffrey Flocken, Senior Vice President of Programs & Policy, Humane Society International, Washington, D.C.
Amy Harclerode, Chief Development Officer at Hetrick-Martin Institute, New York 
Brenda Kaser-Burger, CEO, Conscious Investing Group, Colorado
Rick Schwartz, President, Nashville Zoo, Tennessee
Denise Verret, CEO and Zoo Director, Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens, California
David Weidner, Founder, Wildlife Protection Solutions, Colorado
 
U.S. Advisors to the Board
Rick Barongi, Executive Director Houston Zoo (retired)
Ron Kagan, CEO, Detroit Zoo
Peter Riger, VP Conservation and Education, Houston Zoo
John Lukas, Executive Director, Okapi Conservation Project

Technical Advisory Groups 
ANIMAL CARE AND WELFARE ADVISORY GROUP
Rachel Daneault, Co-Chair, Zoological Manager, Disney’s Animal Kingdom 
Beth Schaefer, Co-Chair, General Curator, Los Angeles Zoo 
David Shrake, Zoological Manager, Disney’s Animal Kingdom
Keith Zdrojewski, Mammal Curator, Dallas Zoo

EDUCATION ADVISORY GROUP
Nadine Kocanjer, Chair, Education Manager, Disney’s Animal Kingdom
Laurie Warfield, Education Manager, Disney’s Animal Kingdom
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY GROUP
Mandi Schook, Ph.D., Chair, Science Operations Director, Disney’s Animal Kingdom
Damien Caillaud, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Univ. of Davis
Katie Leighty, Ph.D., Animal Operations Director, Disney’s Animal Kingdom 

VETERINARY ADVISORY GROUP
Natalie Mylniczenko, DVM, Dipl ACZM, Chair, Veterinarian, Disney’s Animal Kingdom 
Joe Bielitzki, DVM, Chief Veterinary Officer, NASA
Jan Ramer, DVM, Dipl ACZM, Director of Conservation Medicine & Veterinarian, The Wilds
Nicole Stacy, DVM, Dipl ACVP, Cytopathologist, Univ. of Florida

NUTRITION ADVISORY GROUP
Shannon Livingston, Nutritionist, Disney’s Animal Kingdom
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Our Team Members

GRACE Leadership Team

Congolese Team

Jonathan Kambere Katsongo

GRACE Center Manager

Jackson Kabuyaya Mbeke

DRC Director

Tommi Wolfe

Executive Director

Dr. Katie Fawcett

Program Director

George Kayisavira Kakule

Facility Manager

Dalmus Kakule

Animal Care Manager

Rory Keating

Communications &  
Outreach Coordinator

Honoré Mustafa

Educator Manager & 
Research Assistant

Dr. Tammie Bettinger

Operations Manager

Our Volunteer Leaders



GRACE is grateful for the powerful support of our partners and the hundreds of generous donors 
who care about Grauer’s gorillas and help enable our vision for their future. Key GRACE partners 
and supporters include the following organizations, as well as a number of incredible individuals 
who have been excluded to honor their privacy.

Our Support Network
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Be Part of This Important Work
Here are some ways that you can support GRACE. 

DONATIONS

ONLINE: The GRACE website www.gracegorillas.org features a large green DONATE button. 
BY CHECK: Post checks made out to GRACE Center Inc, to PO Box 504, Niwot, CO 80544. 
WIRE/DIRECT DEPOSIT:  Please email info@gracegorillas.org for banking details.

CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS

For information about Corporate Partnerships please email info@gracegorillas.org or call 303-834-8630.

PLANNED GIVING

Planned giving is a wonderful way to have a long-lasting impact on the survival and welfare of  
a species. It helps you make a difference in the world, while limiting the risk to yourself.  Planned  
gifts can also be extremely beneficial for you and your family from a tax perspective. 

GRACE welcomes appreciated stock gifts, qualified charitable distributions, retirement account  
distributions, legacy gifts and bequests. These are a high-impact and easy way for you to make  
a substantial difference to GRACE’s ability to care for rescued Grauer’s gorillas and stabilize this  
species in the wild.  It really is the gift that keeps on giving. 

There are a number of ways to ensure the future of GRACE, such as: 

 • Bequests in your Will 

 • Qualified Charitable Distributions

 • Revocable Living Trust 

 • Charitable Lead Trust Endowments 

Your financial advisor, attorney, or tax professional can advise you on which  
alternatives may be best to accomplish your charitable goals. 

For questions about Planned Giving to GRACE, please email info@gracegorillas.org or call 303-834-8630. 
 IRS Tax ID/EIN: 46-2308758

 • IRA - 401K - Life Insurance 

 • Gifts of Stocks, Bond & Annuities

 • Donor-Advised Funds

GRACE Electronic Resources

Website & Social Media
 https://gracegorillas.org

 https://facebook.com/gracegorillas

 https://www.instagram.com/gracegorillas

 https://twitter.com/gracegorillas 

 https://www.youtube.com/gracegorillas

Live Gorilla Cam
Live Gorilla Cam: 
www.explore.org/gorillas

Articles Mentioned in This Report
COVID-19 & EBOLA

GRACE COVID Handwashing Song  
https://www.facebook.com/265190010265000/videos/282741302735890

GRACE COVID response
https://gracegorillas.org/2020/03/17/grace-covid-19-response/

GORILLAS

Lubutu’s Journey
https://gracegorillas.org/2020/07/29/rescued-gorilla-becoming-silverback/

Gorillas Singing in the Forest
https://gracegorillas.org/2020/09/04/gorillas-singing-in-forest/

COMMUNITY

Guinea Pig Husbandry as an Alternate Protein Source 
https://gracegorillas.org/2018/12/31/food-insecurity/

Efficient Cook Stoves Protect Gorilla Habitat & Human Health 
https://gracegorillas.org/2018/12/13/efficient-cook-stoves/

Publications 
Progress at GRACE Amid Serious Challenges, Gorilla Journal  
We contributed information about our continued work at GRACE during the Ebola outbreak. The gorilla journal  
contains reports about gorilla conservation activities, African rain forests, and other topics.  

https://www.berggorilla.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/journal/journal_en/gorilla-journal-59-english.pdf,
pages 5-7

A case study of improved cook stoves in primate conservation from Democratic Republic of Congo, 
American Journal of Primatology 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajp.23218




